Summer Term Show ‘Contract’ – Minor Cast
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, by William Shakespeare
 Thurs 18th – Sat 20th July 2024  @ 7.30pm (2.30pm on 20th) 
The Crescent Theatre, Brindley Place B16 8AE
After the huge success of our shows over the last couple of years (including Lord of the Flies in the Crescent Main House), Stage2 is thrilled to be making our return to Shakespeare at the Crescent Main House Theatre next summer! We have been so impressed and inspired by the talent and hard work of all the young people in Stage2 and we are very excited to be working with you all on this next project. 
At Stage2, we have a long and rich history of award-winning Shakespeare productions. This will be the first time we as a company have tackled a Shakespeare since our production of Hamlet in 2015. The young people of Stage2 are chomping at the bit to take on the Bard again, and we are delighted to be performing his work again with a new generation of talent.
“It is eight years since Stage2 last left the dark depths of the studio to grace the main stage, and the return is nothing less than a triumph from acting to stagecraft…”

Roger Clarke, Behind the Arras, Lord of the Flies
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a magical comedy with lots of fantastic parts for actors. The play is set in Athens, a city under the rule of the Duke, Theseus, and his soon-to-be bride, Hippolyta. At the start of the play, we meet four lovers who are in somewhat of a love-triangle (or square…). These Athenian lovers run away to the forest in the pursuit of true love and the resolution of the ‘triangle’, and fall victim to the spells, potions and tricks of the fairies; the squabbling King and Queen of Fairyland, Oberon and Titania, and their ‘knavish sprites’. All the while, a group of ‘Mechanicals’ (a fun amateur theatre group) prepare to perform a play at Theseus and Hippolyta’s wedding, and one of them also falls victim to the tricksy fairies...! With a comic blend of misunderstandings, heightened emotion and meddling, this is a true Shakespeare classic and perfect for performance by a Youth Theatre.

The principal roles were auditioned for and cast last term, so for this round of auditions, we will be recruiting the ‘Minor’ Cast roles: additional Mechanicals and Fairies. These roles will have one or two lines and be a vital part of adding depth and humour to these two important groups.
We will also be recruiting for the following Technical Team roles:

Assistant Stage Manager

Tech Assistant(s)
All of those who are successful will need to be available for rehearsals on Sundays during the Summer Term, 9.30am-5pm.
Audition/Interview Information

Interviews for Tech Teams 
Sunday 25th February
2-2.15pm
Queensbridge School
Auditions                           
Sunday 25th February
2.15-2.45pm
Queensbridge School
Everyone should stay for the whole time , whether auditioning or interviewing (2-2.45pm). They will take place as part of the Creating Comedy workshop. If you just do Musical Theatre, you can stay until 2.45pm and be picked up afterwards.
Alternative Auditions

We appreciate not everyone will be able to make this date. So, alternative interviews/auditions will be on Sunday 18th February during lunchtime. However, this is for genuine exceptions only and we strongly encourage you to try and make the auditions/interviews on 25th!
You will need to sign up for the audition in advance, and the table to do so will be available on the Print Table in reception from Sunday 4th February. On this, you will need to state whether you will be auditioning on 18th or 25th (please speak to Rosie first before booking a slot on 18th), list any special skills and let us know of EVERY date you would be missing throughout the rehearsal process. Priority will go to those who are not missing rehearsals – we cannot rehearse with people who aren’t there! You can still audition if you are missing a couple of pre-arranged dates, but any subsequent ‘opportunities’ that come your way, and involve you missing other rehearsals, performances or meetings, should be declined because you have made a previous commitment. 
We will announce the cast/crew at Stage2 on Sunday 3rd March, and scripts will be given out on that date, too.
At the audition, you will perform 4-6 lines from memory of any Fairy/Mechanical character from A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Please stick to the line constraints of the audition – going over won’t add any extra impressiveness! 
For the tech interview, you’ll need to tell us which role(s) you would like to be considered for and let us know about any relevant experience you have that might help, or simply why you would like to do it. Enthusiasm and commitment counts for a lot and we will train you up!  If you would like to know anything more about these roles, you can ask Rosie on a Sunday or via email.
If I am cast/crew when will I be committing to?…
· Auditions – Perform (off script) 4-6 lines from A Midsummer Night’s Dream
· Reading the full script several times once you receive it, marking it up, preparing ideas for your role and thinking about your lines.
·  Learning your lines by the end of the first run (19th June).
· The Summer Term ALL DAY (14th April – 7th July 9.30am-5pm – Half Term 26th May).
· Learning your blocking and polishing notes as soon as your scenes are done.
· Possible Additional Rehearsals during the Summer Term – dates tbc with cast as necessary. 
· Production Week – from 16th – 20th July 2024 at the Crescent Theatre, at various times (on 20th July, we are doing a matinee only, so even those going to the Balti will be done by 9pm!). Tech Crew and Unlicensed Members (those aged 16+) will also need to be available on 15th July for the Get In. 
If I am cast/crew what will I need to do?…
· Get a file and keep all handouts together, cross-referencing and updating them all the time – and    
    bring to all rehearsals!!

· Be honest about time you will miss at the auditions – it affects cast part sizes. If you do miss    

   anything it is your responsibility to catch up immediately and confidently with a notetaker.
· Before the start of rehearsals
· Try to get to grips with your line(s) and see what you can already understand from them
· Do some research into the play/your character group so you have an overall understanding of the show
· Be dynamic and galvanised and put in real energy and commitment at all times
· Learn your lines at the time requested 
· Take detailed notes each week (and after each performance) and work on them/learn them asap

· Be solid on lines, blocking, scene dynamics and order of the show to ensure the runs off script really are!
· Work hard, be positive and excited - let us know if you are struggling at all so we can help 

Any queries at any time email rosie.nisbet@stage2.org or phone on 07951 122 932
Tech Team: you must be available for all the dates and commitments in the same way as the cast are. However, you do have to come to Stage2 slightly earlier and will need to stay slightly later as well. You obviously won’t have lines to learn, but you will still have responsibilities/tasks that you will be required to complete outside of Sundays, which will be outlined to you when you get your role.
What happens if I don’t get a part?
There are lots of members of Stage2 who are keen to be in this exciting production, but there aren’t enough cast parts for everyone. This production is bursting with opportunities for large ensemble/chorus scenes, and anyone can sign up to be a part of this without auditioning. Chorus will be needed for all morning sessions on Sundays in the Summer Term. These scenes will be developed around you, your ideas and commitment – sometimes chorus parts can even end up bigger than some main cast! We will collect names for chorus at the time of booking for the Summer Term (as usual, no audition necessary!).
“As always with Stage2, no one is one stage as furniture. They have to be alive, animated, ordinary people, even if they have no lines. If you are on stage, you are part of the action.”

Behind the Arras, Lord of the Flies 2023

We appreciate that this all could seem complicated, especially if you are new to Stage2 and/or productions. If you or your parents have any queries at any time, please email Rosie or come in for a chat with Liz on a Sunday. We want to make sure you are secure and happy at all times! There will still be a workshop options in the Spring and Summer Terms for those not in the show. 
We understand that some people can be intimidated by Shakespeare’s language – please don’t be. Cast will have it all clearly explained and paraphrased with the option for extra sessions if necessary to be fully confident. We also guarantee that the audience will be able to follow the plot and characters clearly, allowing them to relax and enjoy this fantastic comedy!
